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HIS Addrefs was defigned ori- 

ginally only for the Ufe of the 
worthy Members of the Author’s 
Church in Charleffown, to whom it 
was delivered, but it is equally adapt- 
ed to the prefent State of the Ameri- 
can Colagnies in general. A few 
Things have been added for this Pur- — 
pofe, but Nothing material has been 
omitted, The Author’s Defign, in 
publithing, was to oblige his Friends, 
who advifed it, and ta do fome Good 
to his Country, 


W. TENNENT; 
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Bd hy af the Lord’ 5 . Mencies that ¢ wegwe-Mot Cole, : 


_ fumed,, becaufe Bis Compafious fait Hobs of 
re} suemtae tnd} avr xa: ail medi sbuiigg 
My Berrintn, ° | esativind,od} youd 


1 fis ort ow tocioriw: | 


AH E. Prophet seri as i | 


“a “ ““Tamentations our Text is‘takén} live 
+ eg ice pe Ruin of ‘his Nation.’ Bi 
patriotic ‘Soul “glowed ” with “an ‘enthufiati : 
Love for’ his Country; Lae ise atl r 
Miferies by Anticipation. e ae fi ° 
doubly whofe £ Spe aie open to fore fr iture 
Calamities.’ "This “holy Patriot’ 8‘ Heart was 
broken ‘long before “te! Miferies, which ‘he 
bewails, came upon his Countrymen ; info= 
much that it is ‘difficult to ‘tell’ ‘whith is is” is’ the 
modft ‘melancholy, his, Prophecy orhis Hiftory 
of the. Deftru Hon of érufalene, “His Bip 
mentations were evidently written with a 
dipped ih Tears! Every” Line is Full 6F- Sore 
row, and every, Word {edins big ‘With Ditters 
But in the MidftofhisComplaints We find | er 
€. 
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he juftifies GOD, and confeffes that it is 
pecaufe his Compaffions fail not, that they are 
not entirely confumed. Afflictions, whether 
public or private, always bring ood Men toa 
Senfe of their Sins, and the firft Efforts of 
their Refentments are againit them(felyes. 

' PoxiTicat Subjects do not belong to the 
Pulpit, but to direct to a right Improvement 
of the Times is the Duty of every Minifter 
of the Gofpel. An unnatural Difpute hath 
arifen between Britain and the American Coe 
lonies, and the Queftion is of no lefs Mag- 
nitude than whether we {hall continue to en- 
joy the Privileges of Men and Britons, or 
‘whether we fhall be reduced to a State of the 
moft abje@t Slavery. It.is equally beyond. my 
Province and Inclination to enter into the 
“Merits of this Controyerfy. It will be fufh- 
cient for my Purpofe to remark, that we have 
lived to fee our Country involved in a¢qmmon | 
ary: The Cry of. Oppreffion is already 
heard in one Corner of our Land, The 
Groans of many Thoufands of our Brethren, 
have reached our Ears, and. GOD _ only 
knows how ,foon they will be echoed back 
from every Part of the Continent. A dark 
Cloud hovers over us. We are threatened 
with Slavery. War, Peftilence and Earth- 
quakes, tho/e ordinary Minifters of GOD’: 
‘Vengeance, are tranfient, partial or eS 
Evils. Slavery is a general and perpetual 


Evil, Ij ingludes alll Ages, Claftes and Sexes, 
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It reaches to every Corner of a Land. It in# 
cludes the prefent and all future Generations. 
It precludes all Hopes of Redrefs, for it en+_ 
tails thofe Crimes and that Depravity of Soul 
which at firft procured it. In a Word, it is 
the prime Minifter of GOD’s Vengeance, 
and it has been called upon only in thofe 
Cafes where lefs Scourges were unequal to the 
Demerit of Crimes, or when they had been 
ufed to no purpofe. 

Tue firft Dictates of blind Paffion are to 
imprecate Vengeance upon the guilty Inftru- 
ments of our Calamities, and to refolve to 
endure the greateft Hardfhips rather than fur- 
render the Privileges we have derived from 
Nature and our Anceftors. 

Ir is true, the impartial Judge of the 
World will vindicate the Caufe of the op- 
“hee and although in righteous Judgmen 

e may leave them to fink under the Load of} 
‘their Vo age yet will he not forget the 
‘Opprefior. He hath affured us in his Word, 
that he will “* vindicate the Poor, and break 
in Pieces the Oppreffor. “This is the Portion 
of the wicked Man with God, and the He- 
ritage of the Oppreffors, which they fhall re<_ 
ceive of the Almighty. If his Children be 
multiplied, it is for the Sword, and his Offs 
fpring fhall not be fatisfied with Bread. Thof¢ 
that rethain of him fhall be buried in Death 
and his Widow fhall not weep. Tho’ h | 
heap up Silver as Duft, and prepare Raime : 
a 
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| as Clay, yet hall the juft put it on,.and the 
| innocent fhall divide the Silver. . He buildeth 
_ his Houfe &s.a- Moth, and as a Booth that the 
| Keeper maketh. -The: rich, Man {hall lie 
down, but’ he , thall, not..be, gathered. He 
epeneth his Eyes, and, he is not. Terrors 
dake hold-of him as.Waters. A T empeft 
| A#tealeth him, away in the Night; for GOD 
| fhall caft upon-him, and fhall not f{pare. He 
_ would fain flee out of his Hand. Men fhall 
clap; their’ Hands. at ‘him,- and fhall hifs him 
out of his Place.” BOA SAREsS re ¥ ey TASRTE 
‘co: Nor is the'Ufe of Means to obtain Relief 
from our Oppreffions inconfiftent with the 
_uneceffary Principles of human Nature, or con- 
_ trary to the Word of GOD. . But there is too 
-much Reafori to fear, that while we exclaim 
-againft the Inftruments of our Calamities, 
and deliberate about the beft Meafures to ex- 
| tricate ourfelves: from: them,. we forget to ex- 
«claim: againft:the’ prevailing Iniquities of our 
Country,’ and to eonfider them as the only 
»€aufes which have drawn down the Browns 
of Omnipotence upon us. The, Experience 
of ‘all Ages thews that the fureft Way for any 
-Nation to obtain or perpetuate public Bleflings, 
+i8 to acknowledge that GOD who alone can 
| befow them.. It was never known, that.a 
| People became unhappy until their Tniquities — 
\ tipened them for the divine’ Vengeance. The 
|Hiftéry of the Yewifh Nation is, in this Re- 
‘pect, a ftrikking Lefion to all Mankind. % heir 
s icty 
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Piety.and Profperity always kept Pace with 
each other, and their Defection from.G OD 
was always a Prelude to their Defolation. 

Ir fhould, be an invariable Rule with 
Chriftians to regard the Hand of GOD in 
every. Thing which happens,, but efpecially 
in public Calamities. Not a Blade of Grafs 
is trodden down, nor does a Hair fall from 
your Heads without his Notice. He over- 
rules likewife the grand Machine of the Uni- 
yerfe, and however confufed it may appear, 
yet let Chri/tians remember that there is Order 
in this Confufion. Not one Event is vain, 
and God’s Glory will be the Refult of the 
yaft Combination. 
“Tue corrupt Paffions of Men; while they 
aim only at their own Gratification, are.the 
Means whereby God accomplifhes his Pur- 
pofes in the Government of the World. Even 
the Wrath of Man, the moft maleyolent of | 
all. Paflions, <* worketh his Will.” Devils 
follow the Malignity of their Natures in all 
their AGtions; but the Almighty. carries gn, 
through their Inftrumentality, the moft va- 

luable Purpofes of his Wifdom and Goodnefs. 
~- Nations, like Individuals, have their 
Vices, which call for Punifhment. The 
Vices of Individuals are feldom fully punifhed. 
4n this World, . but it, is in this World only 
that GOD has ereéted a.'Tribunal for the 
Trial and Punifhment of national Vices. As 
Individuals, have their Day. beyond which, 
ee B "" GOD's 
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GOD’s Patience wil! not wait, fo likewife 
have Nations. Though he may forbear longs 
yet the Time w#/ come when he will eithet 
reduce them to Obedicnce, or utterly de~ 


_ ftroy them. The Meafure of the Iniquity of 


the Amorites was more than four hundred 
Years in filling up, but at length it was full; 
and they were deé{troyed. 

~ ‘Turre can be no Sign of a Nation’s ape 
proaching Deftru€tion more certain than its 
univerfal Corruption. ‘Ten pious Souls might 
have faved Sodom, and the other Cities of the 
Plain, from Fire and Sulphur, but many moré 
Yight not have’ faved them from fome heavy 
Judgments. We, cannot certainly tell when 
the Day of. Vengeance will come, yet we 
have always Reafon to fear it ; and it becomes 
us in a particular Manner, when we behold 
the Hand of GOD lifted up, to’ tremble and 
Bow down before him. 
_ Te we exaininie the religious and--moral 
‘Character of the Inhabitants of the Bvitifb 
Empite, we have the utmoft Reafon to con’ 
clude that a Time of general Correétion is 
not far from us. Our Lord found Fault with 
the Pharifees of his Day for being blind to 
the Signs of the Times. When we behold 
the weltern Sky red in the Evening, we-ex- 
pect a fair Day. ‘ When we behold the Fields 


‘yellow, ‘we know that Harvelt is at Hand. 


Thefe Signs, in the'natural World, are not le{s 


‘certain and invariable than: the Sign of uni- 


verfal 
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verfal moral Depravity in .a People being 2 
Prelude to their Deftruction.. GO D_has.not. 
thrown the Reins of the Univerfe out of his 
Hands, nor will he leave the World to go on. 
at, Random. . Good.Men, who have made, it: 
their Bufinefs to find out and bewail the Iniv 
quities.of our Nation and Country, have been,, 
for Years paft; looking for fome great and dif. 
mal Cataitrophe to befal. them.. ‘Fhe Words, 
of our Text form a Part of their daily Conifef- 
fions: “ It is of the Lord’s.Mercy that we, 
are not confumed,.becaufe his Compafiions 
faib notesd i’ ensthiel > esyisime 3 Hse x0 
‘In order. to, Hluftrate the Truth, of the Pro- 
pofition contained in our Text, I thall point 
out in a few Words the religious and moral 
Charaéter of our Nation and Country. It will 
be neceflary to include the Brizi/h Nation in 
this Picture, as their Liberty and Happineds are 
as much at Stake as the Liberty and Happinefs 

of the Colonies in the prefent Controverfy. 
We cannot furvey the re/igious Character of 
our Nation and Country without complaining, 
in the firftPlace, of the univerfal Prevalence of 
Infidelity. .It.-has infeGted not only our re- 
clufe Philofophers, but every Rank and Pro- 
feffion. Even the Coxcomb and Petit Maitre 
affe&t. to treat the Chriftian Revelation with 
Ridicule. It is fome Confolation to reflec 
that this Evil willin Time cure itfelf, for 
the principled Infidel will foon be afhamed 
of Opinions which are now no longer fingular, 
ee Ba gnd 
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and which ceafe to raife him! above the moft’ 


wlgat and contemptible Part of Mankind. 


*“Wwyar ftrange Herefies prevail in our Na-' 
tional Churches ! ‘What a general Defection 
from Articles and Confeffions of Faith) 


What infidious Interpretations of the Word’ 
of God! Thete cannot be a more awful Sigt’ 
of our general Corruption than this Treachery 
in the Minifters'of the Gofpel ! How little do 
we find even of the Form'of Religion among’ 
us! IT do not mean here that there are few who 
go to Church, or have their ‘Children baptifed, 
or call themfelves Chriftians. There’ was a 
Time indeed when thefe Things were 'confi- 
dered as true Badges of the Chriftian Profef- 
fion;’ but in our wifer Age the very Ideas of 
thefe things are changed. They are now con- 
fidered only as Matters‘of Cuftom, and in fome 
Cafes are complied'with only to fecure a Titlé 
to an Effate, or aslegal ‘Qualifcadens ‘for 
holding civil Offices. 9 “«- 10 

How few are there that keep the: TaeWnfe 
of Prayer daily foking in their ‘Families ! 
The Heathens had - their. Lares’ and’ 'Penates. 
‘The Want of Family’ Worfkip! would have 
been efteemed a’ Mark ‘of thé Want of Rolin 
dn ancient Rome and: Athens. 

‘How thamefully is the ‘religious Inftru@ion 
‘of our Children neglected i in this Country. It 
is one of thofe new Paradoxes in which: the 
-prefent Age is fruitful, that the Mind. thould 
= left eee in Baad ‘until ‘it 48 
able 
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able to‘choofe’a ‘Syftem: for itfelf2 Teswould: 
pe an Affront to your’ Underftandings to fhow. 
the Abfurdity of this Condu@. Would ts Godi 
there was the fame Zeal’ among ‘US ‘to’ tranfmie 
to’ our Children ‘the Réligion, as there is’ to 
tran{mit the Labels, we: gi fron paF pe 
otis Anceftors 110 ‘3 
' How‘little do we find oF the Toflidosa: of 
the Gofpel among thofé whom Charitpobliges 
' as tahopeare real Chri ifians! Likewatmnefs 
has taken the Place’of Zeal, and there is little 
to diftinguith the Difciples of Fe/fus Chri? from 
the reft of the World)’ The Love of GOD 
has ‘waxed’ cold in. many, and if our-Nation 
and Country were’ to be judged by the'Con= 
duct of GQ-D’s Péople alone, we fhould:have 
Reafon to<forebode the moft dreadful! Cala- 
mities’ Yes, my Chrifian Friends, 1 am fure 
you fubferibe to our’Pext with Refpect ‘to your- — 
felves, * <<: that i it is Of the Lord’s Mercies that 
you are not-confumed.” 

\ ‘LET us now examine the moral _ Charaéter 
of our’ Nation'and Country.: ) 

“Former ty. Vices were defcribed’ fey the 
Claffes of Mankind to which they belonged, 
but we find they have {pread themfelves fo 
univerfally among’all Ranks in the Briti/h 
Empire, that we can no longer deferibe them 
in that Manner, 

- We fhall begin by sidhuoning the sakivectal 
Profenktion of the Sabbath Day. ‘This’ is a 
= Mark’ of national Impiety,: and “hence ‘we 


find 
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firid that it never was forgotten when the 
Jews were reproached; or punifhed for their, 
fational Sins., ‘Fhe Sabbath is now the fixed, 
Day with fome for Entertainments and Jaunts 
of Pleafure, as being moft free from the Inter- 
ruptions of Company, and the Inconveni-, 
ence of meeting the ordinary Vehicles of 
Bufinefs. The Merchant is now no longer 
afhamed to own in Company, that he {pends 
his Sabbath in pofting his Books, or writing his. - 
Letters. I muft not except here the Manner 
in which’ public Worthip is performed among 
us from being a Profanation of the Lord's 
Day. A Gentleman, would think you injured 
him greatly if you took his going to, Church as 
a Profeffion of Religion, or his faying AMEN 
as an Evidence of his Belief in the Prayers of 
the Church. | Surely it is of the Lord's Mer- 
cies that we are not confiumed for this Crime! 
" How-much does {wearing and» curfng 
abound, and how often’ is the facsed, and eter- 
pal NAME. profahed among us. Formerly 
this was the Vice of ow Life only;, bat.it lias 
now infegted the Army, the Navy, the Bar, 
the Court, and every Order of Men im the 
higher Ranks of Society. Formerly it was a 
Vice of the Men only, but it is now common 
to both Sexes. - An affe@ting Story, a Fly, or 
any other Infe@, will fometimes produce Ex- 
clamations from our Ladies, which are equally 
fhocking to Religion and. Delicacy. I might 
here-enter into a Detail of the Abuf.of Oaths 

sid 
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in thofe Cafés where Government: has. “made 
them lawful and néceffary.. It will only be 
fufficient to name the Cuftom-Houfe, out 
Courts of Juftice, and our popular Eleétions, 
to remind us that general Perjury belongs to 
the Catalogue of sur national Crimes. - It’ is 
indeed of ‘the Lord’s: Mercy that we are not 
eomfamed i? on oved..0a 

Deunkenness, and Intemperance in eat= 


ing aiid drinking, form another Clafs of out . 


Vices. It would take up too much Time:to 
fhow the mifchievous Effeéts of thefe Sins 
upon our Souls, Bodies, Families, and upon 
Society in gerieral. When we reflec upon 
the uhiverfal’ Prevalence of this. Vice in this 
‘Country in particular, we have Reafon to fay, 
that it is becaufe the Compafiions of the Lord 
fail not, that we are not confaumed! — j 
Ler me here draw a Veil: over the ecret 
Vices of our Nation and Country.» VP thall 
not poifon your Imaginations by going into a 
Detail of what the Eye of "GO D: beholds 
covered. only by the Curtain of Night. It 
would profane the Pulpit to mention fome of 
thefe Crimes. If Sodom and Gomorrah, if Ze= 
boim. and Admab in the untaught Ages of the 
‘World had Showefs of burning Sulphur rain- 
ed down upon them, it is furely of the Lord’s 
Mercy that our Cities, our Nets: of Iniquity, 
are not confumed! poate ~ FR a 
_ Tatx not of the public Charities of our 
Nation and Country, ‘The \higheft:Monu- 


ments, - 


( 76 ) | 
mients,we can erect to. the; Honour of Charity, 
can never/atone for that general Want of Piety; 
Sobriety, Juftice, and Chaftity which characte- 
Pmeiwy.! i salud “te bis. PS a 119 

E conclude our religious and moral Charac- 
ter; therefore, by agreeing with thofe' who de~ 
clare that Infidelity, Irreligion, Venality, and 
Vices of every Kind, have never prevailed in a 

greater Degree, and cannot well rife to a higher 
Pitch than they have lately gained in our Na+ 
tion and Country. They prevailedytit is true, 
in a great Degree, in the diffolute Reign of 
Charles. the Second, but they were confined 
chiefly: to. the Channel of the, Court... The’ 
middle and lower Clafles of People, and the 
Inhabitants, of Villages - and ; Country Places 
continued Strangers to them. But this cannot 
be faid of thé, prefent Generation. Our com= 
mon and Country People feem to vie with the 
- firft, Claffes of Mankind in Vices,, which were 
formerly peculiar to them alone.) «.. ' ; 
_ Ir there is any Virtue in the American Co- 
Jonies, or laudable Attention to divine Things 
among every Clafs of People, it muft be con- 
pais that they are to-be found chiefly in that 
Colony. where GOD has begun to lay his 
Hand upon us.; It is true they have degene~ 
rated greatly, from the Piety, and pure Man- 
ners of their Anceftors, but ftill Iam bold to 
fay, from my own Knowledge, that there is 
more Appearance of the Gofpel in New-Eng- 
Jand thaninany other of the Colonies. And if 
Hee : «¢ Judgment 
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« fudgment has begun at the Houfe of GOD,” 
what moré dreadful Calamities await thofe who 
lave no Pretence to the Character of his Peo< 
ple! Lord enter not into Judgment with us ! 
WueEn we take a Survey of all the Circum- 
ftances which aggravate our Guilt, we have 
Reafon to bé confounded. Our Light, Mercies 
ahd Privileges have been fuperior to thofe of 


almoft any People on the Face of the Earth. . 


- The Sun of Profperity has fhone without a 


Cloud on out American Hemifphere. GO D 
has given us a fruitful Soil, plentiful Harvefts, 
profitable Commerce, freé Governments, and — 


- répeated Vidtories over the native Enemies of 


our Countiy ; and to all thefe Bleffings of 


Naturé and Society he has added the Gofpel of 


SFefus Chriff. The Treafures of Heaven have. 


been exhaufted for us, Our Crimes, there- 


fore, have been committed againft the greateft. 


Profufions of Love and Grace. Surely it is 
- becaufe «* GOD’s Compaflions fail not,” or we 
fhould tong ago have been confumed for fuch 
unparalleled Ingratitutle | a 4 

Bur further, fhould you afk, why is the 
Blow which is aithed at our Liberties fo long 
delayed ? Why is the Sword of civil War full 
at re(t in its Scabbard? Why are not our 
Cities in Flames, and our Strects flreaming 
with Blood, and why is not the Yoke of Bon- 
dave tivetted on our Necks? I anfwer once 
more, it is becaufe the Compaflions of the 
. Lord have not failed towards ts !* 
WHEN 
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Arms, Money, Provifions,. Numbers of fight- 
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formation gives perfonal Safety; and if GOD 
does not find a Way for the Cérifian’s entire 
E{cape in a Time of Calamity, yet he wil} 
make that yery Calamity the Means of en-, 
larging his Happinefs, and Death itfelf the 
immediate Door to Glory. 

Conresstion is the firft Step to Safety, A 
Senfe ef our Crimes is 3 hopeful Dawn of, 
Deliverance, . And here I cannot-help repeat. 
ing a Paflage of a Letter which I lately re- 
ceived from an aged Servant of Ye/us Chrift, 
whom it becomes me to revere; “ If (fays. 
my honoured Correfpondent) I could. hear 
our People exclaim againft their Sins as warm= 
ly as againft Lord North, I thould have Hopes 
of Deliverance, Alas, they hug their Crimes: 
while they decry the Executioner! Were we 
as harmonious in our Remonftrances againft 
ourfelves, as we are againft the late oppreflive 
Aéts, our Cafe would not be fo doubtful!” 
Let _us then bow down before the Hand 
of GQD, and confefs our Iniquities with the 
deepeft Proftration of Heart. In three Days 
{without Repentance) Nineveh would have 
been deftroyed. It will be impoffible to bring 
us to the Feet of a boafting Minifter of State, 
if we firft humble gurfelves properly at the 
Feet of the Lord. . 

' Prayer tt ALMIGHTY GOD is 
a powerful Defence againft public Calamities,: 
‘his is a Duty not of more private than pub- 


lic Benefit. To whom does Nature or Res __ 
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Velation encourage us to go in all Times 6f 
Diftrefs but to him who holds the Hearts of 
Kings in his Hands, and’ wields the Sceptre 
of the Univerfe. It can be the Bufinefs of 
but a fmall Part of our Community to plan 
Schemes for our Deliverance, but we may alt 
co-operate in the Duty of Prayer; and let the 
Chriftian Patriot rerhethber, that if an Age 
and Country when Petitions and Remon- 
ftrances to earthly Rulers have loft their Effi- 
cacy, Prayer to GOD till poffeffes, I had 
almoft faid, an Almighty Efficacy. ‘The Pray- 
ér of one Man once faved a City devoted to’ 
Deftruction; and it is not attributing too’ 
much to it'to add; that the Prayers of one 
Chriftian Society ‘may yet fave our finking’ 
Country. 

Bur in vain are Confeffions and Prayers, 
unlefs we turn from our evil Ways by a 
thorough Reformation: To this the Gofpel 
of our Lord Fefus Chrift calls you at the Peril 
of your Souls, as well as of your Country. 
To this evety Motive frony Heaven, Earth,’ 
and Hell invites you. A’ general Reforma-’ 
tion, my Brethren, would-be a greater Act 
of Benevolence to our fuffering Brethren in 
the North than all your generous and {pirit- 
ed Contributions. Take GOD, therefore, 
for your G OD, and become the Difciples of 
‘Fefus Chrift, and be affured of Safety here, 
and of Crowns of immortal Glory hereafter. 


Tue END, 


